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aitentisme of Vichy. Nor, of course, did it represent the defeatism
or pacifism that sprang from Communism: and it was normally
presented by the Communists as a Fascist regime. At first, it
seemed determined to justify this label by the spate of measures
hastily passed in the second half of 1940 to effect the so-called
'National Revolution5. The Labour Charter of August included
the familiar paraphernalia of the Corporative State. The
Legion frangaise des Combattants was treated as the basis of a
'single party' on which Petain's dictatorship might rest. Anti-
semitic laws were passed. Yet there is a certain air of camouflage
about this facade of Fascism, so hastily erected, so feebly im-
plemented, and so generally unpopular. It is as much a sign of
the policy of survival by manoeuvre, of Laval's policy of
'cringe and wriggle', as of any very deep-rooted Fascist
doctrines. It belongs to the period when no one could foresee
the speedy collapse of Italy, the decisive failures of Germany's
attack on Soviet Russia, the entry of the United States and the
prolongation of the war by another five years. The essence of
all Vichy politics after 1940 was the survival of a provisional
and improvised regime into conditions totally different from
those for which it had been devised.
For this reason, there was not one Vichy Government, but at
least five. The first, dominated by Laval, ended with his sudden
dismissal by Petain in December 1940. He was succeeded first
by Pierre-Etienne Flandin, and then by Admiral Jean Darlan.
The ascendency of Darlan between February 1941 and April
1942 reflected the enhanced value of the French fleet and the
predominance of the 'wait-and-see' opportunists among the
service chiefs. It was the period par excellence of conservative,
traditionalist, authoritarian rule in France. It reveals, more
clearly than any other, the nature of the anti-democratic
forces indigenous to France, because it was the period of
greatest independence vis-a-vis Germany. It was the period of
the Riorn Trials, in pro-Vichy but not in pro-German form,
designed to discredit the republican parliamentary leaders. It
saw the first experiments in regionalism, with regional prefects
superimposed on the departmental divisions. It saw various
other developments in authoritarianism, contrived to yield that